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Coalition Meeting Notes

Stopping the Proposed Closure of Candlestick / GGNRA Big Year 

February 13, 2008 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

 The Center, 1800 Market, Room Q11

Golden Gate National Recreation Area Big Year


-5 panelists, 6-8 attendees, 2 NPC staff
Brent Plater, GGNRA Endangered Species Big Year

-A race against time to see & save the GGNRA endangered species


-Highest number of endangered species in a national park in North America; under 

Federal Endangered Species Act 



1) GGNRA = Good idea



2) Es. Act = Good idea


-Big Year = a competition to see & save


-Brent passed out checklist for program


-Excludes State & Society lists; 33 species Under the Federal Endangered Species Act


-GGNRA = very large & boundaries of potential GGNRA acquisition encompass some 

state park land as a potential back-up should state parks “close”


-Brent reviewed checklist and action items for Big Year

Candlestick State Recreation Area Ranger

Ranger Woody

-Facts about Candlestick


-Touched on mission of State Parks


-One of the 1st and few Urban State Parks


-Serves local neighborhood; recreation


-Parking for 49’ers = generates revenue for the State Parks General Fund


-Unique feature of park 

· community garden, 50 boxes

· Group picnic areas

· Wildlife: 150 species of birds; 3 reptile species; mammals: jackrabbit, ground squirrel, red fox, 

· opossum

-The governor’s proposal would eliminate136 permanent Positions and close 48 parks: 10% reduction across state = $17M

Founding Member of the Friends of Candlestick State Recreation Area

Claude Everhart


-Worked in State Legislature

-Community perspective about this being a special place

-His opinion: people react to budget cuts that matter - without public outcry – cuts could go through

-This park makes money—$600,000 in revenue without charging a fee

-A park in an impoverished community – that makes money and cannot be closed because there is no fence around the park

-Candlestick is a former landfill that was reclaimed

-Overview of the challenges to establish the park

– W. Brown asked Governor Reagan to include $10M in the budget to convert a junkyard into a state park and Reagan agreed 

-Jerry Brown and Herbert Rose -> did site visit to try and get the $10M released to build the park.  In 1976 Gov. Brown said we don’t build state parks in junkyards

-Arthur Agnew who was running for assembly heard this and introduced legislation AB1 – 1976 – that passed and required Candlestick to be built

-The Candelstick State Park Planner held over 100 community meetings to discuss the designs of the park and the importance of serving the community.  

-People wanted a new experience – a regional State Park experience in a city 

-When each section of the park was completed a large opening event was held. 

-The ranger rode on horseback at the events to gain Willie Brown’s support

-The Park Rangers reached out to children and had a junior ranger training program

-The park staff have a strong investment in the community and with the youth – started the community garden together

-Strong African American history: leadership, rangers, and youth careers—the first African American Ranger was at Candlestick

-Fishing pier and windsurfing are other uses of the park

-Notion that this neighborhood = high crime neighborhood; has one of the lowest  crime rates in the state

-Legislator likely will save Candlestick park – but need to hear the community loud enough to be able to restore budget and move forward

Shirley Moore, frequent park user, Vice-President Bernal Hill Neighborhood Association

-The entire community uses the park – wants expansion of services to accommodate dogs

Wells Lawson, Assistant Project Manager to the Candlestick Point and Hunters Point Redevelopment Project, Mayor’s Office of Redevelopment         (MOED)


-We do not want Candlestick closed and are large advocates of keeping it open.  There is 400 acres of parks in the redevelopment plan.  Candlestick is the basis for the larger open space network
Literacy for Environmental Justice

Jocquay Thomas, Literacy for Environmental Justice Youth Representative


-Works in the Community Garden

-Helps with native plant propagation


-Candlestick is a great asset to the community


-Candlestick allows people to have peace and quiet and to be outside

California State Parks Foundation Save Candlestick Campaign 
Cecille Caterson, California State Parks Foundation

-The State Parks Foundation is a nonprofit that advocates and raises funds on behalf of state parks


-CSPF has already raised over $14M to restore Candlestick Point


-CSPF = very opposed to the drastic measures proposed by the government.  Probably a 

ploy to get people involved

-The parks that get the most attention are the ones that are most supported by the 

community

Q&A and Coalition Discussion

Chloe Good (NPC)

-Sup. Maxwell is on board to introduce legislation 

-We are setting up meetings with Mark Leno and Carol Migden

Cecille Caterson (CSPF)
-Candlestick’s closure is included in the proposed budget – they are not final closures just yet

Dean, Candlestick Community gardener

Q: What can I do to hel?

Panel Answer: To help:


-Talk with friends and neighbors


-Letters to the editor


-Activate coalitions: community gardens, windsurfers

Q: If park is closed, what happens to the 14M for Yosemite Slough?  Would the community garden be closed?
A: Cecille
-Closures would not go into effect until 2009

-Fundraising could be effected

Patrick Rump, LEJ
-A bigger constituency to benefit the park and existing community around the general plan

Q: Charles Spencer, Friends of Fillmore Turk Mini Park

-Have other stakeholders that will be negatively impacted been organized?

A: Claude Everhart

-Property owners on board


-We are using the opportunity to build awareness

Q: Virgie Newman, 3 community garden boxes, shape up walking at Candlestick

-How do we establish a central phone bank for this issue?  Not everyone has a computer, but they do have a telephone

A: Meredith Thomas, NPC


-We can use the phones at NPC to call the community

Next Steps

-Mobilize more people, groups, friends, neighbors

-Send a mailing

-Get signatures for petition

-Write to newspaper
Virgie

-Has 3 community garden boxes, did shape up walking at Candlestick


-How do we establish a central phone bank for this issue?


-Technology – email an issue


-Everyone has a telephone


-Going to do a mailing


-Do a mobilization


-Set next meeting

Post newspaper – showcasing positivity; article series
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