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January 12, 2010

Stanley Muraoka    (Stanley.Muraoka@sfgov.org)

San Francisco Redevelopment Agency

One South Van Ness Avenue, 5th Floor

San Francisco, CA  94103

Bill Wycko, Acting Environmental Review Officer (Bill.Wycko@sfgov.org)

San Francisco Planning Department

1650 Mission Street, Suite 400

San Francisco, CA  94103-2479

Re:
Candlestick Point - Hunters Point Shipyard Phase II DEIR


SFRA File No. ER06.05.07, Planning Dept Case No. 2007.0946E

Gentlemen:

The Neighborhood Parks Council has concerns about the adequacy of the environmental review of the captioned project, particularly as respects the Blue Greenway, which is a segment of both the Bay Trail and the Bay Area Water Trail between AT&T Park and Candlestick Point.

The DEIR should include reference to and appropriate proposed locations for elements of the Bay Area Water Trail in the Land Use section (IIIB).  

Chapter III. D.  Transportation and Circulation

This entire section should be rewritten.  The focus of the DEIR is the traditional vehicle LOS analysis, without taking into consideration the new 2009 SB 97 Rules (http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/guidelines/proposed_guidelines_amendments_and_related_materials.html), where there's not only a requirement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (Section VII), but a revised Transportation section (XVI).  This project is expected to be built out over 20 years, and the transportation analysis should reflect current CEQA guidelines; most significantly, the criteria that determine whether the project would:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into account all modes of transportation including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant components of the circulation system, including but not limited to intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit? 


b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including, but not limited to level of service standards and travel demand measures, or other standards established by the county congestion management agency for designated roads or highways?

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such facilities supporting alternative transportation?

The Bicycle Plan outlined in the DEIR (Figure II-14) does not provide near-term improvements to the bicycle network between Innes Avenue (India Basin/Area C) and Crisp Avenue.  Bicycle improvements should also be constructed in Phase I connecting Crisp Avenue, through the Shipyard to Candlestick Point.  Class III bike markings will not be safe or adequate, particularly on streets with high vehicle traffic.  Since the planned Bay Trail alignment along the shoreline is dependent on environmental remediation, and development of much of this area will not occur until at least Phase III, construction of an interim Class I bike path to provide a short-term connection that is not dependent on the possible Yosemite Slough bridge is very important.  A comparable interim bicycle and pedestrian connection in Mission Bay on the south side of Mission Creek under the 280 freeway has been critical to the hundreds of residents and workers in that new neighborhood.  

Chapter III. P – Recreation

While Mitigation measure RE-2 is a good beginning, in that phasing of parks and open space should be linked to residential and employment-generating uses, it does not adequately address the need.

Table III.P-3 should be amended to show, at each phase of development, the park-to-population ratio including the employee population, and should be maintained throughout the development at no less than 5.5 acres per 1,000 residents and employees.  In addition, there should be an adjacency requirement, so that parks and recreation facilities (including facilities for families and children, if appropriate) are built adjacent to and concurrently with infrastructure and vertical development parcels, and connecting with existing open spaces (India Basin Shoreline Park and Hillside Park and Open Space, for example).

The proposed Marina and waterfront recreation areas should be sited to provide protection from summer winds (Chapter III.G – Wind) and southern surge in the winter.  In addition to an analysis of Windsurfing in the Recreation section, there should be an analysis of appropriate conditions for kayaking and other non-motorized vessel operations along the Bay Area Water Trail.

Sincerely yours,

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS COUNCIL

Corinne W. Woods

Blue Greenway Coordinator

For Meredith Thomas, Executive Director
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