June __, 2008

The Honorable Mark Leno

California State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, California 94249-0013

Dear Assemblyman Leno,

I am writing (on behalf of) (Organization/Individual Name) to thank you for your support of an augmentation of $5 million in Prop 84 funding to State Parks’ budget to support the public/private partnership restoration of 34 acres of new parkland at Candlestick Point State Park.  We applaud your efforts to ensure that Candlestick is not forgotten. 

Located in the Bayview Hunters Point neighborhood of San Francisco, Candlestick is unique.  Serving millions of Bay Area residents, it is much loved and used by local residents. On any given day, you will see family barbeques, windsurfers, joggers, community gardeners, bird watchers and strolling seniors. The recent advocacy of the Coalition to Save Candlestick, a coalition of over ten community groups, kept this beloved park open when the Governor proposed its closure in his ‘08 - ‘09 state budget. From the very beginning, the local community embraced this park.  And it’s understandable, with only four percent of San Francisco’s population; Bayview Hunters Point is home to more than two-thirds of San Francisco’s pollution sources, one-third of the city’s hazardous waste sites, and a host of environmental justice issues.  
State Parks are not like city parks.  At a state park, one learns about nature, wildlife, the fragility of our environment and why ecology is important. Lifelong environmental stewards are created from these experiences. Because Candlestick Point State Park fulfills State Parks’ mission to engage and serve diverse populations, and recognizing that making parks relevant to an urban population is critical to the future of state parks, the California State Parks Foundation has been working since 1999 with community support to move forward with plans to clean up the most northerly area of the park. In 1988, the Parks Commission passed a General Plan amendment that envisioned this enhancement, but the state has not had the resources to take action. At State Parks’ request, the California State Parks Foundation has worked for more than 7 years to raise the funds to bring the vision to life. 

As you are aware, at stake is more than $11 million has been raised with the intent of matching State Parks’ $5 million contribution from Prop 84. We greatly appreciate your commitment to making this project a reality.  Notable funders such as the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund ($1.5 mil), the Wildlife Conservation Board and Coastal Conservancy ($4.3 mil), City of San Francisco ($4 mil) and others including the San Francisco Foundation, the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation, Association of Bay Area Governments, and San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission will be happy to know that you are working to ensure that their investment will be seen to fruition by the assistance of these funds.

Thank you for helping us restore the Prop 84 funding and getting one step closer to completing the Candlestick State Recreation Area General Plan vision. 

Sincerely,

_______________

The Coalition to Save Candlestick Point State Park

Friends of Candlestick Point • Golden Gate Audubon Society • Literacy for Environmental Justice • Nature in the City • Neighborhood Parks Council • San Francisco Boardsailing Association • Noteware Development • San Francisco Executive Park Advisory Committee • The Yerby Corporation • Universal Paragon Corporation • Candlestick Neighborhood Association • S.R. Martin Preparatory School • Young Community Developers 
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